CRBA Newsletter, Vol. 1, Issue No. 1
May 9, 2022
CRBA, the Sacramento area's Latino and Latina bar association, is comprised of judges, attorneys, professors, and other
legal professionals who are dedicated to promoting and securing justice in the greater Sacramento area through leadership,
public interest legal activity, education, and participation in civic and social activities.

www.CRBAsacramento.com

Message from
CRBA President

Saludos y bienvenidos to the inaugural issue
are excited to offer to our members and supporters this convenient way to stay
informed on the latest news about events, activities, and other important updates
about the organization. We will also highlight ways to connect with one another,
get involved in
leadership and members. Our hope is that you will find this information useful and
informative as to both how your support has allowed our organization to grow and
expand, as well as interesting and exciting ways to engage with us, in pursuit of the

As we strive to carry forward the legacy of equality, advancement and equity
championed by the late Justice Reynoso, we are proud to say that we have the
support of each and every one of you and, for that, we offer our sincerest thanks
and gratitude. We hope you enjoy the newsletter (with special thanks to Board
Member Administrative Law Judge Alberto Rosas for leading this project) and we
encourage you to look out for other important updates about other projects (such
as our Membership Directory and improving access to CRBA-related
resources/information on our website) we have in development.
Also, we look forward to seeing you soon at one of our upcoming events and
activities throughout the 2022 year, including the annual Unity Bar Dinner 2022 in
Miles de gracias de nuevo to
newsletter in your e-mail and on our website!

Brian López
President
Cruz Reynoso Bar Association
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News & Announcements
CRBA s Defensora de Justicia Event
May 5, 2022
On the evening of May 5, 2022, the CRBA held its 2022 Defensora de Justicia event in honor of Judge
Emily E. Vásquez (Ret.) at the General Consulate of Mexico in Sacramento. Judge Vásquez (who retired
earlier this year after serving for over 20 years on the Sacramento County Superior Court as its first Latina
judge) received this award as our first Defensora de Justicia due to her life-long dedication to the ideals
leadership as a legal professional. As indicated in the flyer below, the program featured a number of
special speakers, including Judicial Appointments Secretary Luis Céspedes who recounted that Judge
Vásquez was honored early in her career as an attorney at the first Unity Bar Dinner in 1987.

See more photos on page 13.
For those who could not join
us, the video is available at
the General Consulate of
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/wa
tch/live/?ref=watch_permalink
&v=1607263702977159
Thank you to all attendees, as well
as our host and sponsors.
Special thanks to our event
planning committee:
President Brian López,
Vice President Laura Neacato,
Board Member ALJ Alberto Rosas,
and members Esmeralda Zendejas
and Sarah Woolston!

Each speaker offered personal stories and insight as to the number of ways in which they have witnessed
and experienced the qualities which make Judge Vásquez (a close and dear friend of the late Justice
Reynoso in whose legacy this award was created) a worthy recipient of this honor.
gracious words also served to inspire and delight as she recounted the early days in her career as a
professionals, as well as the leadership she has pursued to advance equality, equity and access to justice as
a jurist and pillar of our legal community. Born in Mexico and moving to Lodi, CA as a young girl where she
ent knowledge at that young age that she
parents encouraged of her) is truly a story of great inspiration. This is particularly true given all her tireless
efforts that have not only made Judge Vásquez such a well-respected, admired and cherished member of
our community, but in ways that serve to further expand upon the legacy of Justice Reynoso and his
The CRBA congratulates and extends its sincerest gratitude to Judge Vásquez for
her legacy of service and commitment to these ideals that have made her a Defensora de Justicia!
arks the first
year in which we began a new tradition of holding the event in the month of May to commemorate the
month of his birth and passing.
continued the tradition we began last year in awarding a Defensor de Justicia scholarship to a law student
who also embodies those principles and ideals that make up the next generation of leaders working
towards social justice.
Defensora de Justicia scholarship award recipient was Anadelia
Dominguez
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Justice Patricia Guerrero Sworn In
March 28, 2022
On Monday, March 28, 2022, the first Latina
associate justice was sworn in to her seat on the
California Supreme Court in Sacramento by
Governor Gavin Newsom.
The ceremony for Justice Patricia Guerrero
featured remarks from Judicial Appointments
Secretary Luis Céspedes, Chief Justice Tani CantilSakauye, Justice Guerrero, and a few of her close
colleagues.
This tremendous moment in California
captured on video and is available to view on YouTube. As indicated in the Upcoming CRBA Events
section of this newsletter, CRBA will host an event
Justice Patricia Guerrero
Swearing-in Ceremony
YouTube link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWSA_qux8fI

If you are interested in being an event sponsor,
please contact Brian López at Brian.Lopez@me.com

Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson
Confirmed as First Black Woman
to U.S. Supreme Court
April 7, 2022
Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson made history on
April 7 when she became the first black woman
confirmed to the U.S. Supreme Court. The senate
confirmed Judge Jackson 53-47.
CRBA
nation of
Judge Jackson, and we now applaud this historic
confirmation. Judge Jackson will likely be sworn-in
this summer after Justice Stephen Breyer retires.

May 7, 2022
On May 7, 2022, CRBA co-hosted this Ask the Chief town hall in
Sacramento. We heard from Sacramento Police Chief Kathy Lester.
Thank you to all of you who attended.
For those of you who missed it, you can view the town hall here:
https://www.facebook.com/MidtownGeorge/videos/5241335860326
03/
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April 22, 2022
CRBA Board Member Alberto Rosas was one of the guest
speakers at this April spring gala. The gala celebrated the
achievements of the Latinx law students who will receive
their law degrees from McGeorge School of Law this year.
Between 100 to 120 people attended the gala, including
law students, family, friends, and guests. The audience was
treated to live music from a mariachi trio, delicious
authentic Mexican cuisine, and a performance of ballet
folklórico from a folkloric dance ensemble.
During his motivational and inspirational
said:
you would not be the person you are today. Your life
experiences, good and bad, made you who you are. Your
journey has made you you. You have overcome struggles
and obstacles, and you are better for it. You know that no
matter what life throws at you, you will pick yourselves up,
dust yourselves off, and keep moving forward toward a

We wish the Class of 2022 the best on the upcoming
Bar exam and in their legal careers.

May 5, 2022
I am both honored and humbled to have been selected as the recipient of
the 2022 Defensora de Justicia Scholarship. I am a first-generation law
student at King Hall. I grew up in the small agricultural town of Huron,
California and am the proud daughter of two immigrant parents.
I came to law school with the intention of helping the Latinx community.
While at King Hall, I served on the boards of the Latinx Law Students
Association, the First-Generation Advocates and was a symposium editor
for the Immigration and Nationality Law Review. I was also a board member
of Central Valley Coalition, an organization that focuses on the unique legal
needs of the Central Valley. I also joined the Immigration Law Clinic where I
represented indigent immigrants.
Upon graduation, I plan to practice employment law in the Central Valley,
where I hope to represent Spanish-speaking immigrants and other
vulnerable workers.
Juris Doctor Candidate, May 2022
University of California Davis School of Law
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Inaugural Unity Bar Summit 2022:
Access to Justice
in jurisdictions as close as San Joaquin County and as far as
Ventura County.

We share exciting news about the upcoming inaugural Unity
Bar Summit. The Unity Bar Summit: Access to Justice will
feature keynote speakers such as Chief Justice Tani CantilSakauye and Associate Justice Martin J. Jenkins of the
California Supreme Court, as well as Judicial Appointments
Secretary Luis A. Céspedes.

We are happy to be a proud co-sponsor of this event which will
no doubt serve as an important milestone not only in terms of
increasing the impact and influence of the Unity Bar and its
affiliate members in pursuing our common goals and initiatives,
but also in continuing to expand upon the successes of the
Unity Bar model as a mechanism for achieving social justice as
legal professionals through collective effort and support.

Other featured speakers will include Unity Bar of Sacramento
co-founders Jerry Chong and Judge Renard Shepard (ret.),
Judge Shama Mesiwala of the Sacramento Superior Court
Judicial Mentor Program, Judge Barbara A. Kronlund of the San
Joaquin Superior Court Judicial Mentor Program, 2021 SCBA
Attorney of the Year Jesse Morris, representatives from Unity
Bar and other affinity organizations throughout the state, as
well as other special invited guests.

The Unity Bar Summit is a FREE, in-person event on
Saturday, May 21, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
at King Hall (UC Davis School of Law).
Limited Attendance: Due to the nature of this event and
capacity limitations at the venue, attendance is limited to the
president, president-elect, or designee from each coalition or
affinity bar association. Although this event will be streamed
virtually, in-person attendance is strongly encouraged.

The Unity Bar of Sacramento founded over 30 years ago has
left an indelible mark upon the legal landscape in our area and
beyond. Through our coalition of affiliate organizations, we
have made progress never thought possible in terms of
representation, increasing access to justice and support of one
another in our common goals of achieving equity and equality
for all. This success has resulted in Unity Bar organizations
modeled after our own forming recently throughout the state

Please contact Cindy Liu at cindycliu@gmail.com to RSVP
(specify if you will be joining us in person or virtually) or with
any questions.
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CRBA 2022 Mentorship Program
Last
CRBA Mentorship Program was a huge
success, with many law students successfully paired
with mentors.
CRBA is now accepting applications for the
2022 Mentorship Program.
Interested in being a mentor?
Click here to submit a mentor application.
Interested in being a mentee?
Click here to submit a mentee application.

directed to Mayra Sandoval at email4mayra@yahoo.com

Law Student Testimonial,
CRBA Mentorship Program
I am a first-generation law student at McGeorge School of Law. The
CRBA Mentorship Program connected me to Administrative Law
Judge Alberto Rosas. I am the first of my family to become an
attorney and have felt alone facing the challenges of my final year of
law school. Learning to navigate applications for post-bar
employment, interviews, and correspondence with employers has
been overwhelming.
Judge Rosas met with me every month and listened to my questions.
He provided me with advice and gave me options on plans of action
that helped to further my employment goals. He also reminded me of
the importance of bravery and remembering that despite my doubts I
deserve to be in each place I have achieved. The CRBA Mentorship
Program connected me to a kind and welcoming mentor who helped
to guide me towards my goals.

Marisa Gonzalez
Juris Doctor Candidate, May 2022
University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law

Sacramento D.A. Candidates Forum
March 9, 2022
CRBA and United Latinos co-hosted a question-andanswer virtual forum featuring the two candidates for
the office of District Attorney in Sacramento County
Thien Ho and Alana Mathews joined us to offer their
thoughts and stances on various issues related to the
duties and responsibilities of the District Attorney,
including access to justice, inequities in the criminal
justice system, and other issues impacting the Latino
and wider community.

be directed to Joe Ayala at jja@comcast.net

t

6

Upcoming CRBA Events
Event to Honor Justice Guerrero
Date TBD
We are happy to announce that Justice Patricia
Guerrero has graciously and humbly accepted an
invitation from CRBA to participate in an event hosted by
our organization to celebrate her appointment, as well
as to welcome her to the Court and the Sacramento
area. We look forward to offering all of you an
opportunity to welcome Justice Guerrero into this
historic appointment as a judicial pioneer in our
community.
We are looking for event sponsors and volunteers to
help with this event. If you are interested, please contact
Brian López at Brian.Lopez@me.com

CRBA Panel Presentation:
You Can Be a Lawyer. S
Saturday, May 14, 2022, 8am to 3pm
UC Davis will celebrate the life and legacy
of César Chavez by hosting its UC Davis César Chavez
Youth Leadership Conference.
See flyer on page 10.
CRBA will participate by offering informational panel
sessions entitled,
a Lawyer! Sí Se
The three individual one-hour panel sessions begin at
10:30 am, 11:30 am, and 12:30 pm.
https://idea.ucdavis.edu/sisepuede
Are you interested in serving as a panelist?
Contact Brian López at Brian.Lopez@me.com

CRBA Informal Happy Hour Series
Date TBD
Join CRBA Board Members and other members for
the first event of the CRBA Informal Happy Hour
Series. We will meet regularly throughout the year
at different locations in Sacramento and Yolo
counties. These are informal social events. We look
forward to seeing you and connecting with our
wonderful CRBA members. ¡Salud!
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Lights! Camera! Attorneys!
Coming Soon (Date TBD)

CRBA Board Member Alberto Rosas presents this fun
and informative presentation, which focuses on the legal
lessons and nuggets of wisdom that you can learn from
the movies. Through an engaging discussion of
blockbusters and fan-favorites, this MCLE presentation
provides attendees with a cinematic montage about
legal ethics, civility, and the practice of law.
Although designed for law students and newer
attorneys, audiences of all experience levels will enjoy
this creative and exciting presentation.
Come join CRBA and enjoy the show!

Unity Bar Reception
November 2022 (Date TBD)

This year, CRBA is the host organization for this annual
event. We look forward to working together with our
sister organizations for this annual event.
Our theme is Día de los Muertos. We will honor the
memories of distingushed jurists and attorneys whom
the legal community has lost in recent years.
We are looking for event sponsors and volunteers to
help with this event. If you are interested, please
contact Laura Neacato at Laura.Neacato@gmail.com
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Community Events Flyers
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WLS' 60th Anniversary Celebration.
Tickets are limited.
Sponsorship opportunities available!
Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/60th-anniversary-celebration-tickets-317167094317
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Photos from Defensora de Justicia Event
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Meet the Board
With each newsletter, we are providing you an opportnity to meet one of our CRBA Board Members.
In this issue, we are honored to feature:

Joe Ayala
General Counsel
Joined CRBA Board in 2021

Joe
over 30 years with the Office of the Legislative
Counsel, where he held multiple positions, including Acting Chief Deputy. He
lectured in Ukraine in 2011 and in Armenia in 2014 as part of the
Professional Fellows Program. Mr. Ayala retired in 2020 as a Principal Deputy
Legislative Counsel II. But retirement has not slowed him down. His volunteer
activities include serving on the board of trustees of the California Indian Legal
Services Corp, serving as general counsel to the Sacramento Lowrider
Commission, and serving as vice president of the Sacramento Area Tennis
Association. He previously held multiple positions
the Sacramento La Raza Lawyers Association. He returned to CRBA in 2021 to
serve as
general counsel.

Dear CRBA Members:
We want to hear from you, and we want to celebrate your achievements in our newsletter. Please send us
any noteworthy news and announcements, or information about upcoming events. Keep it short (100 words
or less), and it would be helpful if you can include a photograph or image to accompany the announcement.
Interested in submitting news, announcements, or events for CRBA newsletter?
Please contact Brian López at Brian.Lopez@me.com
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2022 CRBA Members
JUDICIAL MEMBERS: Judge David W. Bonilla, Justice Elena Duarte, Judge David De Alba, Judge Alberto Roldan, Judge Frank Perez Tays
(Ret.), Judge Kara Ueda, Judge Emily Vasquez (Ret.) SUSTAINING MEMBERS: Santiago Avila-Gomez, Joe Ayala, Jose Borrego, Gabriel
Campos, Judge David De Alba, Noemi Esparza, Eddie Garnica, Melinda Guzman, Winthrop Brian Hedrick, Paul Hoybjerg, Clemente
Jiménez, Ralph Lightstone, Brian Lopez, Paulo C. Lopez, Jesse Rivera, Alberto Rosas, Megan Virga MEMBERS: Raquel E Aldana,
Christina Anton, Eric Arias, Emanuel Avila Martin, Lisa Blanco Jimenez, Monica Brushia, Alexandria M. Chacon, Juan Cornejo, Bianca
Duenas, Blanca Espinoza, Victoria I. Fernandez, Felipe Garcia, Romulo Lopez, Vilma Lopez, Daniela N. Lopez-Garcia, Cecilia L. Martin,
Lance Martin, Michelle M. Mitchell, Laura Neacato, Quirina Orozco, Gerardo Partida, F. Javier Plasencia, Andres Rico, Elizabeth
Sandoval, Mayra Sandoval, Dina Santos, Martin Tejeda, Julie A. Westerling, Sarah Woolston, Esmeralda Zendejas
LAW STUDENT MEMBERS: Ivette Arriaga, Stephanie Lopez, Roberto P. Moreno, David A. Ureno

We thank all our current members for their continued support.
Not a 2022
TO JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!

CRUZ REYNOSO BAR ASSOCIATION
2022 Board of Directors
www.CRBAsacramento.com
Brian López, President
Laura Neacato, Vice-President
Mayra Sandoval, Treasurer
Victoria Fernandez, Secretary
Santiago Avila-Gomez, Board Member
Noemi Esparza, Board Member
Eduardo Garnica, Board Member
Alberto Rosas, Board Member
Joe Ayala, General Counsel

Many CRBA events are free to attend. Your donations make these events possible.
Your donations also help us provide generous scholarships to local law students.

Please click here to DONATE to CRBA.
(CRBA is a 501(c)(6) organization and donations are not tax deductible.)
CRBA and the scholarship recipients greatly appreciate your generosity.
Thank you.
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